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Passing the baton 
The Journal of Vascular Surgery has been a re- 
markable success tory to date. Launched 13 years 
ago with the vision and influence of Michael De- 
Bakey, its founding editor, the publication steadily 
gained respect thanks to the devoted efforts of its first 
and only full-time editor, Emerick Szilagyi. His 
painstaking input and critiques established the stan- 
dards for the Journal. With the help of Jesse Thomp- 
son and an editorial board composed of most of the 
recognized leaders in vascular surgery, the Journal 
quickly gained recognition among its peers. With 
great distinction, Calvin Ernst and James Stanley 
have carried the Journal even farther to become the 
preeminent publication in the field of Vascular Sur- 
gery. We are honored to have been chosen to be the 
new editors of the Journal and to continue this 
strong tradition. Needless to say, the record of previ- 
ous achievement presents both a responsibility and a 
challenge. 
This issue marks the passing of the baton to anew 
editorial team. As in a relay, there is a transition 
period (the passing zone) in which those running the 
next leg of the race start getting up to speed before 
the baton is actually passed. After a summer of prep- 
aration, this transition began in October 1996 when 
we began accepting all of the new manuscripts. The 
changeover will actually continue beyond this issue 
because several of the issues that follow will contain 
manuscripts handled by Drs. Ernst and Stanley. Even 
though the baton has been passed gradually, no 
momentum has been lost by the editorial team, 
thanks to sound advice from our predecessors, 
knowledgeable assistance from our publishers, and 
the continuing support of the members of the edito- 
rial board. 
Our goal is to have the Journal continue to be the 
vascular "publication of choice" for both authors and 
readers by publishing papers that test new hypothe- 
ses, report important advances, and address ocial, 
economic, ethical, legal, and political factors relating 
to the management of patients with vascular diseases. 
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We will aim to provide readers with educational 
material that is both important and informative to 
help them maintain their professional competence. 
The choice of articles will be based on advice from 
members of the editorial board and external review- 
ers, who will not only help us control the quality of 
the manuscripts published but also provide valuable 
advice and comments to the authors to further im- 
prove the quality and organization of their manu- 
scripts. There is no formula to guide the reviewers in 
this demanding task, apart from the requirement to 
be objective and fair. 
During the peer review process, some manu- 
scripts will be rejected or major evisions uggested. 
Consequently, the Editors inevitably will be the tar- 
get of criticism. Balancing the aspirations of the au- 
thors and the interest and views of the readers re- 
quires judgment, diplomacy, and even, at times, a 
sense of humor. 
Problems that arise during the editorial process 
must be solved by applying the principles of fairness; 
however, many misunderstandings can be prevented 
by defining the policies of the Journal clearly. There- 
fore, this issue includes statements on the policies 
and procedures of the Journal, including statements 
on conflict of interest, responsibilities of authorship, 
duplicate or redundant publication, scientific mis- 
conduct, and ethical issues. Of particular significance 
in these changing times of increased scrutiny and 
emphasis on technology and industrial collaboration, 
authors, reviewers, and editors must be seen to be 
free of any conflict of interest. 
Authors who plan to submit manuscripts o the 
Journal should note that the instructions to authors 
have been revised to reflect an up-to-date summary 
of the "Uniform Requirements for Manuscripts Sub- 
mitted to Biomedical Journals" and to include our 
requirement that a computer disk be included with 
all submitted manuscripts o allow us to take advan- 
tage of electronic ommunication and to help con- 
tain the cost of publications. 
During our tenure as editors, major changes will 
occur in journal publishing in general. Recently, the 
first CD-ROM edition of the Journal was released, 
which contains the full text, illustrations, and index 
of the past 2 years of the Journal. In the future, at the 
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end of each year a new disk will include the articles 
from that year and an accumulation of articles from 
the previously available years. Also, the cumulative 
index of all issues of the Journal will become available 
shortly in a published format and will be added to the 
next CD-ROM. The Vascular Surgery web site will 
become active within the next few months, and from 
this site or directly from Mosby's home page (http: 
//www.Mosby.com/Mosby/Periodicals) the Jour- 
nal of Vascular Surgery can be accessed, including 
the abstracts of the current and recent issues, instruc- 
tions for authors, policies and procedures, ubscrip- 
tion information, and particulars for advertisers. It is 
likely that the full text of the Journal will be available 
on-fine in the future when the Societies and the pub- 
fisher develop astrategy that is financially reasonable. 
Having been passed a gleaming and polished ba- 
ton, we aim to carry the Journal onward at the same 
progressive pace that marked the first two legs of the 
race. We want our publication to remain "the journal 
of choice" for both scientific publications and practi- 
cal contributions. In addition, we want our readers 
to look forward to each new issue not only for the 
best in peer-reviewed articles, but also for fast- 
tracked reports on new innovations, valuable techni- 
ca] tips, letters that critique recent publications, editori- 
als and comments that address current controversies, 
and a comprehensive calendar of events. These fea- 
tures will begin to appear in the coming months, and 
we hope that both the readers and the contributors 
will take advantage of them and provide us with 
feedback. 
During the next leg of the race, the Journal will 
only be as good as the articles it attracts and the 
quality of the review process that brings the best 
papers to publication. To maintain and improve the 
tradition of excellence stablished by our predeces- 
sors, we therefore solicit the support of contributors, 
reviewers, and, by open commentary, our readers to 
help keep the Journal in the lead. 
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